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Year 5 – Spring Block 3 – Tenses – Recognising Past Perfect Form

About This Resource:

This PowerPoint has been designed to support your teaching of this small step. It includes a starter activity and an 

example of each question from the Varied Fluency and Application and Reasoning resources also provided in this 

pack. You can choose to work through all examples provided or a selection of them depending on the needs of 

your class.

National Curriculum Objectives:

English Year 5: (5G4.1b) Using the perfect form of verbs to mark relationships of time and cause

More resources from our Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling scheme of work.

Did you like this resource? Don’t forget to review it on our website.

https://classroomsecrets.co.uk/content-domain-filter/?fwp_contentdomain=5G4.1b
https://classroomsecrets.co.uk/search/?fwp_topic=gps-scheme-of-work
https://classroomsecrets.co.uk/recognising-past-perfect-form-year-5-tenses-resource-pack
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Year 5 – Spring Block 3 – Tenses – Recognising Past Perfect Form

Notes and Guidance:

• Now that children have recapped the present perfect tense, they can move on to recognising the past perfect 
form of the verb.

• The past perfect form describes an action that has occurred in the past, before another event has happened. 

It is formed using the past participle of the verb followed by an auxiliary verb. For example, Before she opened 
her eyes, I had hidden in a good place.

• In this step, children should recognise the past perfect form (including its use within sentences).

Focused Questions

• What is the past perfect form?

• What would you look for when deciding if a sentence is in the past perfect form?

• Is this sentence in the past perfect form? How do you know?
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Year 5 – Spring Block 3 – Tenses

Step 3: Recognising Past 

Perfect Form
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Introduction

Underline all the past tense verbs in the passage below.

Lucie finished the report on climate change in 

Australia and submitted it for her manager to 

review. She turned off the computer, gathered 

all the empty mugs from the desk and slowly 

rose from her chair. As she walked towards the 

kitchen, she heard a creak from under one of 

the desks behind her. 
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Varied Fluency 1

Tick the verb which is written in the past perfect form.

had arrived

was laughing

falls

have shaken
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Tick the verb which is written in the past perfect form.
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was laughing
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Varied Fluency 2

Circle the auxiliary verb which should be used in the sentence 

below.

Due to their car breaking down, they _________ bought a new one.

have has had
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Varied Fluency 2

Circle the auxiliary verb which should be used in the sentence 

below.

Due to their car breaking down, they _________ bought a new one.

have has had
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Varied Fluency 3

True or false? The sentence below is written in the past perfect form. 

Until their dad arrived home, the children were being 

very boisterous.
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Varied Fluency 3

True or false? The sentence below is written in the past perfect form. 

Until their dad arrived home, the children were being 

very boisterous.

False; the past perfect form has not been used. 
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Varied Fluency 4

Read the passage below. Underline the verbs in the past perfect 

form. 

When they had reached the bus stop, they only had a few minutes 

until their bus arrived. Although it was going to be a short journey, 

Mum had brought lots to keep everyone entertained. Before long 

they had arrived at their destination and had jumped down off the 

bus.
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Mum had brought lots to keep everyone entertained. Before long 

they had arrived at their destination and had jumped down off the 

bus.
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Reasoning 1

Flo thinks she has underlined the past perfect form in the sentence 

below.

The security guard was not aware of the robbery until the 

bank manager had checked the safe.

Is she correct? Explain how you know.
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Reasoning 1

Flo thinks she has underlined the past perfect form in the sentence 

below.

The security guard was not aware of the robbery until the 

bank manager had checked the safe.

Is she correct? Explain how you know.

Flo is not correct because she has only underlined the past 

participle, she needs to underline the auxiliary verb as well. 
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Application 1

Create a sentence in the past perfect form using the verb below.

Your sentence should include at least two clauses.

shout
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Application 1

Create a sentence in the past perfect form using the verb below.

Your sentence should include at least two clauses.

Various answers, for example:

They couldn’t hear me even though I had shouted as loudly as I 

could.

shout
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Reasoning 2

Kai has written a sentence.

Mum has cooked fish pie for dinner, which was 

my favourite meal.

Has he used a verb in the past perfect form? Explain how you know. 
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Reasoning 2

Kai has written a sentence.

Mum has cooked fish pie for dinner, which was 

my favourite meal.

Has he used a verb in the past perfect form? Explain how you know.

No because…
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Reasoning 2

Kai has written a sentence.

Mum has cooked fish pie for dinner, which was 

my favourite meal.

Has he used a verb in the past perfect form? Explain how you know.

No because the verb ‘cooked’ is not preceded by the auxiliary verb 

‘had’.


